specific spots in the mouth which have been described first by Filatow, and since then more particularly by Koplik. Many people have doubted the utility and reliability of this diagnostic sign, but Mr. Falkener is able to say that in the 57 cases in which he has looked for them on the days when they ought to be found he has never failed to discover them. There seems to be some discrepancy among different observers as to the earliest, moment at which they may be visible, but Mr. Falkener, although on the look-out for them in an infected ward, has not seen them earlier than three days before the rash. The days, however, on which they are certain to be found, if carefully looked for, are the first day of the rash and the day before that.
" "Whenever the mucosa has been examined for them they have always been in evidence the day previous to the exanthem/' Then again in all the cases ?which were observed on the first day of the rash the spots were present. In some mild cases they disappeared after the first day ; but, speaking generally, the spots were nearly always present on the first and second days of the rash. After that, if present at all, they were quite faint.
In regard to their nature, the spots are really fine papillae, the epithelium on the summits of which has become pulpy and whitened. If they are few in number, the most likely place to find them is opposite to and on a level with the bases of the lower milk molars on either side, where they often form a small cluster, while next to the buccal mucosa the inner surface of the lower lip is the site most commonly affected. 
